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CHAPTER XL

Ralsing the Flag at Fort Sumter.

Next to Richmond, the city whase
downfall had brought most joy to the
loyal people was Charleston, which for
nearly half a century had been the foun-
tain of rebellion and secession. Every
influence which had provoked rebellion
against the authority of the United
States had centered in Charleston, and
from it went every Inspiration to incite
men to break out in open war. As early
as 1832 the South Carolinians had de-
fied the Government and dared It to at-
tack them. Orators from Charleston
had pervaded the South instigating in-
surrection, Charleston papers openly

ered with shipping of every Lkind, the
flotilla gathered around the battered
and shapeless walls of the old fort upon
which the thousands of spectators gazed
with curiosity. The somber ruins, the
great masses of broken brick into which
the towering walls of the fort had been
battered, were vastly impressive. Still
frowning over the piles of red debris,
were the enormous guns which had for
s0 long defiodd the most powerful ord-
nance which we had been able to put
afloat. In its crumbling ruin, the
stronghold was really stronger than in
its day of engineering perfection. The
irregular heaps of fallen masonry were
more resistant than the solid walls so
laboriously laié@ up by the workmen's

preached the most Incendlary sentl-

hands,

Gen. Anderson made a brief speech, the
audience gang with full hearts the glo-
rious “Star Spangled Banner,” and then
Mr. Beecher delivered an address wor-
thy of his fame. It was an earnest as-
sertion of the people's detérmination
to maintain & grand and Indivisible na-
tionality; breathing the spirit of frater-
nal feeling for the South; prophesylng
that her defeat would bring vastly more
benefit to that section than victory
conld have done, and yearning for that
freedom from contention and strife for
which all hearts ardently longed. In
conclusion Mr. Beecher said:

“We offer to the President of these
United States our solemn congraula-
tions that God has sustained his life
and health under the vnparallelled bur-
dens and sufferings of four bloody yvears,
and permitted him to behold this au-
spicious consummation of that National
unity for which he has waited with so
much patience and fortitude, and for
which he has labored with such disin-
terested wisdom.™

Another National salute was fired at
sunget, and the evening was devoted to

social festivitiee and pleasures, with
Admiral Dahlgren giving a brilliant
show of fireworks.

These events, which were telegraphed
from Charleston’s harbor all over the
country, as thoge In the opening of the
struggle had been four vears before,
set the gamut of rejoleing in every city
and village in the land. And at that
very moment the conspirators were tak-
ing the last steps in the erime which
was to change thils rejoicing into a
sorrow Infinitely more widespread and

convulsing. There was to be a culmi-

RAISING THE FLAG AT FT. SUMTER.

ments, and it was Charleston which
finally made peace impossible by
“sprinkting blood in the faces of the
people” In the firing upon Fort Sumter,

For three years the city had been be-
rleged by the most powerful armament
that we could set afloat, and our best
monitors were bullt for the purpose |
of passing Fort Sumter and bringing |
Charleston under their gunge. A month
before Lee surrendered, Charleston had
fallen ingloriously by Sherman “turning
his back wpen the place;” it had been
swept by fire by the Insensste act of the
retreating . Confederutes, as the proud
city was belng evacuated. There was,
therefore, a certain poetic justice which
appealed strongly to the hearis of the
loval people that the fourth anniversary
of the lowering and humiliation of the
Stars and Stripes at [Fort Sumter
should be celebrated by its being raised
egaln in triumph from the ruins of
that stronghold.

To make this fitness more complete,
Gen. Robert Anderson, who as a Major
of Artillery had conducted the defense
and had been compelled to lower his
Flag, was to again fling it to the breeae,
The President's order was that he
should at noon on April 14 reholst the
identical Flag, and repeat the salute
which he had given it when he lowered
ft. The Rev. Henry Ward Beecher,
then the most celebrated pulpit orator
fn the world, and who had been con-
spicuous for his anti-slavery utterances
and his strong support of the Unlon,
was selected 10 make the oration. In
every way the oceaslon was given all
the attributea that could make It a no-
table event. Gen. Quincy A. Gillmore,

Led by the flagship of Admiral Dahl-
gren and the steamer which carried
Gen. Gillmore, the official party landed
at the same dock where Maj. Anderson
and his little band of artillerists had
hastily debarked on that notable Christ-
mas Eve In 1860, The Rev. Matthias
Harrls, the same Chaplain who had of-
ficlated when Maj. Anderson had raised
his flag in the first scene of the great
war, opened the exercises with an invo-
eation to the Most High, The Rev. Dr
Rlchard 8. Storrs and the people then
read in unison wverses selected from
psaims of thanksgiving and victory, be-
wginning with those which have welled
to the Iips of Christian peoples for thou-
gunds of years In moments of intense

L
gratitude;

“When the Lord turned agaln the
captivity of Zion, we were like them
that dream.

“Then was our mouth filled with

laughter, and ocur tongue with singing:
then said they among the heathen, The
Lord hath done great things for them.

“The Lord hath done great things
for us; whereof we are glad.

“Turn again our eaptivity, O Lord, as
the streams of the south,

jov.

“He thut goeth forth and weepeth,
bearing precions seed, shall doubtless
come agaln with rejolcing, bringing his
sheaves with him. "™

At the close, with every heart throb-
bing with the influence of the hour, and
thie glad news that was coming from
every part of the Bouthern Confederacy
ar to the success of our arms, the min-

who had for more than two years con-
ducted. the siege of Charleston, who had
won fame by his reduction of Fort Pu-
laski and his great englneering and ar-
tillery practice on Forts Wagner and
Sumter, was in charge of the ceremo-
nies, assisted by Admiral Dahigren, of
the Navy. The occasion attracted a
great crowd from the North, and once
more the deserted and debris-choked
elreets of Charleston were filled with
tmmensge throngs of well-dressed men
and women. The news of the surren-
der of Lee had reached the clty on the
evening before, and everywhere the
poft Spring air, fragrant with magnolia
and bay laurel, was filled with the tri-
umphant notes of many bands playing
the National airs in gladness and pride,

The Eventful Day.

The eventful day was ushered in by
the thunder of the Immense guns of
Dahlgren's fleet, every vessel firing the
National salute of 21 guns, At 11
o'clock, with all the warships dressed in
i wilderness of flags, with the great
bussénger steamers a rlot of brilliant
¢olor and the whole spacious bay cov-

ister and people read together in feel-
{Ing chorus:

“Some trust In charlots and som= in
horses: but we wlll remember the name
of the Lord our God.
| *We will rejoice in thy salyation, and
in the name of our God we =til] set up
our banners."

The Hoisting of the Flag.

| Gen. Townsend, the Adjutant-General
|of the Army, read the originul dispatch
lannouncing the fall of Fort Sumter, and
a8 the ships’ bells thruout the fleet
struck In unison the hour of noon, Gen.
Anderson with hiz own hands selzed
the halyards and hoisted to its place
[the Fieg which in the bitterness of de-
feut he had ordered down four years
|before. As the Banner of Beauty and
,Glory floated out proudly on the loyal
|winds that loved It well, the multitude
|broke into enthusiastic acclamations,
mingled with the roar of the guns and
|the resounding shrieks of the whistles
'of every craft in the harbor. From
every fort encircling the bay, Unlon
and Confederate, the guns thundered
forth a proud salute to the Nation,

“They thut sow in tears shall reap in |

|

nation of those marvelous revulsions of
National feeling of which the great war
had furnished such an abundance.

The Last Day.

While the people all over the country
were reading the hourly bulletins from
Charleston as to the imposing céeremo-
nial then belng conducted, while the
whole North was glowing with satisrac-
tion that the insults heaped upon our
Flug four veare ago were now belng an-
swoered by thiz astentatious retribution,
the President wons passing the day in
nnimated and efflective employment. It
wits Cabinet Day, und all the Presi-
dent’s  constitutional advisers, cexcept
Seward, who was confined to his bed
by the results of an accident, gathered
at the White House, where they met
Gen. Grant, who had recently arrived
from Appomattox. As to what passed
at the meeting we are Indebted to the
account written out by Secretary Welles
from his diury. The Becretary savs

|that Gen, Grant manifested a little nat-

ural anxiety as to what was passing in
Bherman's nelghborhood, and Jooked
eagerly for the arrival of some tele-
grams. President Lincoln was less un-
eagy than the General, and expressed
his confidence that good news would
come quickly. He sald he had a dream
the night before which had always come
to him upon the eve of some great vie-
tory like Antietam, Murfreesboro, Get-
iysburg, and Vicksburg, Gen. Grant
replied that “Murfreesboro was no vie-
tory and had no important results.”
The President answercd that Sherman
would whip or had beaten Johnston,
and that we would soon have news of
that victory. Mr. Welles says that the
important matter before the Cabinet
was the regulatlon of trade with the
country lately in rebellion. Beeretary
Stanton wished everything to be under
rigorous military regulation; Secretary
Welles felt more inclined to be liberal:
Secretary McCulloch, who had only re-
cently assumed the Treasury portfolio
was in a receptive mood, an dealrud
most of all to understand what was ex-
pected of him and what would be the
policy of the Administration. The dis-
cuselon was finally terminated by the
President appointing the three Becre-
taries & commission to study and ex-
emine the whole matter, pledging him-
self to accept whatever might be agreed
upon by them.

The Problem of Reconstruction.
The Cabinet next took up the perplex-
ing question of the government of the
Bouthern BStates. Télar Stanton
had drawo up the outilne J & plan to
restore the civil courts and carry on the
ordinary processes of law and justice,

{Continued on page six.)
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THE TREASURY

ised.

A bond issue Is in sight. A reor-
ganization of the customs housges of the
country is under way. These and
other effective steps in financial admin-
[straiton are now matters “of oflicial
recommendation. Congress and the
President have full recognition thereof.

For Secretary of the Treasury Mac-
Veagh has stuted the case in a very
able annual report, which takes rank

as the most Important official docu-
ment of the first week of the session,
enving only the President's message.
It autlines what is now regarded as
indigpensable in the managesmnt of
the finances of the Nation and the
Secrctary’s  leading  recommendations
hecome, in a4 way, matlers of party
policy. His report stands oul as a

remarkably well written paper—some-
thing that can be =0id of very few offi-
cinl papers in the greal mass of them
that is being given to the pgblie at this
period of the official yer

Something

cgst of run-

ning the United Siates Oefernment is
shown by Secrelary MacFeagh. He
catimates that it wil reQuire 3$671.-
|288,075.21, but thers are pplemental
lestimates vet to come in jand it will
inat be very wide of the ark to say

|that the total estimantes wilk be a round
| 5T00,000,000 durlag the next fiscal year,
known as 1911, bil heginning in reality
Wualy 1, 18910, Congress votes appro-
ipriations several months ahefd of the
time when the Departmenis are reads
to spend them. OfF cvourse, it is well
nnderstood that the GGovernment is run-
iing on o basis of o billion of dollars n
yvear, but that inchides the expendi-
(tures of the Postofilce Departmient, and
Ithat Department collects s revenues
lindependently of the Treasury. Con-
sequently the billion dollar status re-
mains,

The Secrctory as A Goesser.

i The law requires the Secrotary of
the Treasury to do o vast deal of pure
ElUeE Many  Secretarfes of the
have sppoaled for the «limi-
Ination of that requirespent, byt Con-
lgress has not consented, Among other
[things, the Secretury of the Treasury
lis required to tell Congress how much
the revenues will amount to for o pe-
riod the close of whicit s 18 _manths
ahead of the time he ligares  Beoretary
MacVeagh belleves that the rece’pts
[for the current fiscal yewr ending June
1':-.:1 next will be $848.000,000, and for
the figscal vear after  that $67T20400,000,
:Th,u would leave n defigit for the vear
|which ends June 30 nestt of $34,000.000
anel more, but means a soacplus of al-
most $45.000,008 tor the fiscal year of

11911 Az there 15 now none too much
money in the "freasury’ vablts for the
1 mee ry workl lenee, the delielt
between now July 1 swill gmannt
it such proportions that the Sscrebiry
jEaNE bonids or cortificates of indebted-
(ness must be sold soon,

Bt his report proper, which he wrote
oul with hig own haml—which iwn
exception in such cases with Cabine:
jotllcers—Is full of other mportant mat-
Mters, He urges “retivlng pensions” for
leivil service cruployes of the Depari-

s

ment.  While it is true that severnl oth-
jer Cabinet officials have made similar
rrecommendations this year, the word
of the Secrstary of the Treasury In
that direction §s especially notablée
IMany of the old smd superinnnated
‘eclerks are in that Depdartinent, Some
of them have scrvod the Governmont

| gince before the civil war. He wants o

|settlement of the indehtednéss of the
| Panama Canal to the general fund of
{the Treasury at : early date. That

lindebtedness now cmounts to over 387,
000,000, which = t1h¢ cost of the canal,
Iminua the pro af #ales of canal
hands to date, 0 ithe indebtedness |s
growing every with the cost of the

iy

current u]n-r;'ulh. i oil the jsthmus.
Such s settlunent means the pay-
ment, at least in part, of the indebled-

rnl_a'-:'um an

{ness thra the gale of more bonds, au-
tharity for which hag been granted
lI-y Congress, Put it bringg up the
| troublesome guestion of the rate of

bonds. The Secretary savs

that the 2
the national banks
curred a loss

bonds, npon which

have Salready in-
about 325,000,000,
should never have been jssied, It js,
In my judgment.” he says] “hlgh tme
for the Government to reflize that it
does not have 4 2 per pe horrowing
power and hasg never had No Gaov-
ernment, however, rich, s a 2 per
cent borrowing power,"™

The canal bonds are to Be three per
centg, but 1o avoid the depreciation of
existing 2 per cents helow par,. which
would be unfortunate for any Govern-
|ment securities, Secretary MacVeagh
lasks Congress to nuthorize the collec-
(tion of 113 per cent tuxes on national
| bank circulation, biased upon the 3 per
leents, where the tax upon eirculation
Ibased on 2 per cents ta only one-half
inf one per cent. There 8 much more
of a technleal character regarding re-
lief of the Treasurv from its present
plight as to Government bands.

The Secretary adds that there had
|been  “alarming revelations” In  the
lcondlitons at New York which have
permitted such extenslve frauds as have
been practiced in the imporiations of
sugar and that “erganized corruption
has proceeded on @n epnormous scale.”
|He blames politics for this condition.
The influence of the small peliticians
in that connectlon he characterizes as
most deleterious.  But the Becretary
inspires confidence by hig calm and
businesslike discussion of the prospects
for the “rehabilitation of the sorvice."

prr cent

F
ol

Secretary Meyer's Nayal Réforms.

Seeretary Mever contemplates fur-
ther naval reforms. He emphasizes
two of importance in .his anmual re-
port to President Taft. One Is a
reorganization of tae persomnel on
a comprohensive plam, ' Heé wants
younger oflicers in the'refponsible po-
gltlons of command, Another ls “an
adequate Increase in our docking fa-
cilities.” There is only one dock on
the Atlantic coast that will agcommo-
date the new dreadnoughs, thé Arkan-
sas and Wyomling,

The document confains numerous
other recommendations to Congress,
and announcements of paval: policy in

keeping with the new me of mil-
itary efiicléenoy that the-Secretary re-
cently Inauvgurated. He agks Congress
to authoriZeé two more ships of the
all-big-gun’ type at Ws Ing sesslon
and one repeir ship. £ vy wants
& squadron ‘of eight *essael! this gen-
eral” type.” Bix have n n built
or are bullding. *The ship is
extremsly desirable in erfler] that the
fleet may be made m  self-sustain-

Ingncs P9 A e

The Navy Department, Secretary
Meyer says, does not fayor shipbullding
in our navy yurdw:; It would prefer
that Congress leave . Secretary free
to exerclse his dJliseretion about the
award of coniracts for new ships. The

Two Very Important Reports—A Bond Issue Imminent—The
Custom House Frauds—A Thoro House Cleaning Promised—A
Comprehensive  Naval Program—Decided Improvements Prom-

AND THE NAVY.

latest developments, he added, point to
the adoption of the larger gun for the
latest battleships. The distinction be-
tween -the modern battleship and the
armored criujser seems to be develop-
ing. in that the armored cruiser carries
foewer guns, but has more speed. The
former protected cruiser 18 being «dis-
placed- by the scout iype of eruiser,
having high speed but belng slightly
Armed.

The Secretary holds that
Iz now second among the prine
naval powers in warship tonnage built
and bullding, having taken the place of
| Franee, which now occupies fourth
place. The United States is third.”

The report is prefaced with a com-
prehensive <discussion of the "organi-
zation of the Navy Department,” in
which the Secretary details much with
reference to the plans put into opera-
tion- December 1. He says the most
gerions defect of the old organization
was “the lack of a branch deallng di-
rectly with the military use of the fleot
and the lack of responsible expert ad-
vigersn to ald the Secretary in reach-
ing conclusions. Mr. Fox, & naval offi-
cor, #9 assistant Secretary, had thadt
task during the civil war, and during
the Spanish-American war it was per-

“Germany

farmed hvy the Board of Strategy,
The Burean of Navigation, without
specific authority over the other bu-

Ireans, and with its own duties (o oc-
cupy It, has only in part supplied the
Inck of suitable machinery for direct-
ing the operations of the Meet and ts
preparadness for war.”

Seceratary Mever believes the Bureau
chiefs should have more assistance.
e would allow iwo to rach bureau,
except the BHurean of Equipment, which

he asks Congress to abolish,
The New Aceonnting System,

He expects to consolidate further
the manufacture of similar classes of
woik at navy yards. At present all
nrianance is  manufactured al the

Navy Yard: all anchors,
chaln end rope at the Boston vard.
IThis prinéiple can, it js thought, be
|:.-]‘..mt.u;v--»|1::T_\ upplicd to other artl-
teles manufactured for the ships.

“The
the Sectetary,
at each pavy vard under the command-

T system,” says

gepariate office

accounting
will e g

tant, and the Hureau
;.\t'ramntﬁ will furnish ‘avmastlers, |
itralned (o the new svstem, for account-
ing officers of all navy yards, That
{the new plan of cost saccounting has
| been g0 promptiy put into  effeet At |
:l’nﬁlnll has been due to the advics f'f|
Ithe expert civilinn accountiant -and the
jcordial eo-operntion und support of the |
Commundant of the Baston Navy Yard, |
tha Pavmaster-General and the Chlefr
[Constructar It ja proposed to employ
experts tn make an accurate valuation

(and appralsal of the wvalue of publle
|works und public utilities at the various
navy vards and stations, and to lay out

eome plan for wiiting off depreciation

|in value for various structures,
| An effort will be mude to distribute
[the repair work on vessels at pavy

ivards so as to aveid the alteroate con-
Fditions of congestion and depletion of
: irk.  One purpose will be to maintain
{4 thoroughly efficient force of work-
jmen at each repair yard. This plan
|v. ill e aided In some degree by repalr
ishipg attached to the principal fleets
|m tike care of minor work. In the
jmeantime {t is hoped to have the work
|earried on At navy yvards thoroughly
|-_H natized. Competition among offi-
|~'vl'n amd workmen at various yards will
| be enconraged.

Secretary Mever reports agalnst the
::_.-h:m:l-.n:u--nt of the Southern naval
I stations, two of which President Roose-
lvelt, just before the end of his term,
ordered closed.  FHe sayvs that, with the
gpening of the Panama Canal, these
I'pruj)f‘!'lii‘.‘i may become very desiralile
[for the Government. The Secretary
urges “an neregse n the facilitice on
{the Pacific Const for coaling, docking
iand repairing naval vessels,”

Relative Strength,

The relative of warship ton-
nage on Nov, 190%, was Great Brit-
ain, 1,768,300; United States, 682,7856;
Germany, 609.700; France, 802,920;
Japan, 400,368 tone, 1If the ships now
bu lding were completed, the figures
wonld stand, Great Britain, 2,005,873;
Germany, 820.692; Unlted States, 7886.-
G87: France, 766,006; Japan, 493,704,

“In England, Germany and Japan
battleships and armored cruisers are
completed in two 1o three years: in the
United States in three yvears; and in
France, Italy and Russia not Jess
than four years are required.”

Secretary Meyver figures that, regard-
ing the nuvy as an insurance upon prop-
erty, the annual cost sinee 1800 has
been $0.0012 for each dollar of the,val-
unation of the total property in the Uni-
ted States,”” The estimates for the navy
the coming fiscal year have been cut
20 that they ure $10,011,84267 less
than the total amount appropriated for
the current 12 months,

The numerous topice of Congressional
legislation suggested include an appro-
priation of $135,000 for a ecrypt or
mausoleum for the remalns of John
Paul Jones at Annapolis: an author-
ization of medals of honor for commis-
sioned and warrant officers: the exam-
inatlon of warrant officers by regular
hoards: an appropriation of $5,600 for
the support of an engineering school
at Annapolis; an appropriation for
prizes to be bestowed in competitive
steaming contests; the abolition of the
requircment of birth certificates in the
enlistment of minore; the naturallza-
tlon of naval allens without proof of
residence in one State for one yvear;
the retirement of offlcers found physi-
cally disqualified at the next highest
grade, and authority for the purchase
in the manner deemed mogt economical
of ordnance material which may in-
volve military secrets.

MEETING OF CONGRESS.

The Real Business of the Session

Begun — Everybody Stepping
Lively—The Congressional Pro-

gram.

order

1,

The red letter day of every Washing-
ton year, except that in which a Pres-
f{dent (8 Inaugurated, has come and
gone. It Is the opening day of a ses-
sion of Congress. Government business
now has the call. The activities of every
Federal branch are now at high tide.
The city has taken on the hustle and

of Supplies and,;

 from |t

lgrows as the speed is accelernted,

“Everything is Lovely, and the Goose
Honks High.”

000,000 of people. The people's gov-
erning plant, with its intrieate and ex-
tensive machinery !
personnel required teo man it I8 now
in full operation.

The coming of Congress  always
brings. this state of affairs about. Not
that Congress always takes off its coat
and gets down to hard work in short
order, after it has assembled. Far
These are to be davs of dilly-
dallying for & while on Capitol Hill
The enormous legislative plant starts
up slowly, The wheels have a tre-
mendous  momentitm, however, which
i. The
opening week is generally one of for-
malities, They can not be avelided
in the big businecss of Federal Govern-
ment. But a desire to expedite is ap-
‘parent. Committees of Senate and
House have recejved the word to “‘get
busy.” The Chairmen are sending out
notices to the men who gather around
the long mahogany tables at 10 o'clock
In the morning.

House, making abundant material
begin on,. And it will be only a
dAnve—probably before the end of the
week—when the House will have
hig apropriation
dehate,

or W
whether both bodies adjourn a few
minutes after the noon hour every day
for a
the presence of the Congressmen and

The powers of Govern-
pesembled within one

old town life,
ment are all
eity.
and views,
changing process,

and the great
by which general
swing., There are many
tesy and many visits on business to the
White Houge offices. Everyvbody is in
the best of spirits, characteristic of the
attitude of men on the threshold of a
new perlod of effort. All are entering
upon the preliminaries zestfully, . plan-
ning for the inevitable struggles and
hoping for personal and party tri-
umphs.

Wil Be a Notable Winter.
It will be a big Winter. The pessi-
mists, who came on the scene with
predietions that there would be ll_tue
doing have already retired in confusion.
There will be agitation and legislation
and shaping of policles to Interest the
country before this session of the 8lst
Congress explres. - - -
There was a great rush in the final
preliminaries, the like unto which has
not been in many years, The Presi-
dent was late with his annual message.
The Secretary of the Treasury was late
with his annual estimates. Most of
the annual preparations in thé Depart-
ments cnme in tardlly. The Secretary
of the Navy made a slip In the esti-
mates for battleship eonstruction which
came near throwing all the machinery
of the Treasury Department out of
gear, It was & matter of about $12.-
400,000, the cost of new ship construc-
tion during the year. No one over at
the Navy Department seems to have
thought about it, in fact it is under-
gtood that the cost of new ship con-
struction has not usually been Included
in the estimatoes.
Some one discovered at the very
eleventh hour that it ought to be, and
altho it knocked sky high some of the
blg talk about cutting navy expenses
for the coming year, the estimate had
to go in. There was a tremendous fuss
around the Treasury Department, the
expert statisticlans on estimates began
to rebulld the towering structure they
had been admiring. Hurry calls went
out for the Government printers, The
advance coples of estimates were cor-
rected and after quite a big fuss it was
all straightened out as tho nothing
untoward had happened.
The President was correcting his an-
nual message right down to the Iast
minute before it was sent to Congress

ITuesday, but the Important document

arrived on time and nearly every body
was happy—all except those who do not
like hls legislative program, a pro-
gram, by the way, that has been con-
stantly thinning out tlll there ls much
lesg of it than there was under con-
templation at the time of the Western
trip. Just mow, however, it looks as
tho the President would send In some
supplemental messages, special mes-
sages, if you please, dealing with par-
ticular toples which he has been una-
ble to dispose of satisfactorily In his
annual message.

Then Congress came in vary tardily
this year, Senators and Representa-
tives dallled at home till the very last
and when they came [t was with a great
rush., The fact of the extra session, at
which the organization of Senate and
House was completed, had much to do
with this, Men did not need to hurry

bustle that belongs to the tasks of
go erning & great blg Nation of $0,-

back to look after thelr committee. as-
siguments, as is usually the case at the

beginning of the regular long session,
I'Flwn they knew well in advance that

and the encrmous |the first day's sesslon was sure to en-

dure but a few minutes, and that the
Senate would adjourn out of respect
to the memory of Senator Martin N.
Johnson, of North Dakota, and that
the House wounld adjourn in a similar
way for Represéntatives Franels R,
Lassiter, of Virginia, and David A, De- -
Armaond; of Missourl. There wonld be -
in either House liftle more than a roll :
call to. develop the presence of quer-
ums, the fixing of the noon hour for :
assembling dally and the naming of a
Joint commitiee to visit the President
and tell him, in accord with the time
honored custom, that Congress had as-
sembled, i

The Preliminary Rush Over,
Then the extra session sat so jJate
into the Summer that Congressmen had
attend to a wvast deal of political and

A shower of bills has | W:'mld have
already been projected Into Senate and | Washington.

to |able to confer at length with the Pres-
few | ident

But whether the House dt'liller:lles||)'
hether the Senate deliberates or [there were comparatively few Congres-

personal  buciness  which  ordinarily
prought them earlier to
Many more had been

while he was en tour thru the
West which dispensed with the neces-

a |sity of coming to Washington in ad-
bill to consider and |vance of the sc:sion for talks about

patronage and legislation. According-
the week before the session began

House of-
the Presi-

sional visitorz at the White
fices. As a matter of fact

while till o program Is ready, |dent would have had little time to sea

|such visitors for he was in the throes

all that that jmplies gives the famous |

sentiment is developed, has gotten into |C
visits of cour- |

f

|
H

of his annual message and could not
put it off longer,
But now that the preliminary rush

The men return with new ideas |ls over, the doors of the White House
annual ex-|offices are open again and this week

the waiting room for Congressmen is
rowded with those who have come to
pay their visits of courtesy and to at-
tend to other business. Everybody ls
in good spirits. The President has cor-
dial greetings, there is no prescribed
class of Congreézssmen, as was the case
so long under the former Administra-
tion, and the goose honks high. The
hest of good feeling prevalls in every
quarter which §s a good angury for
the Winter's work, However, the pre-
vailing tone is one of doing c¢om-
paratively litue of actual legislation
outside of the appropriation bills.
Something will be done on the general
program, of course. But the talk from
day to day Is for doing less and less
and to leave the country to recuperate.

For instance, it looks at the present
moment as tho the Federal charter
bill, which President Roogevelt advo-
cates, which President Taft favors and
which Attorney-General Wickersham
helieves in enthusiastically, would be
dropped for the present session, At
least the opposition to it s sirenuous,
and it probably comes from some Very
influential rallroads and other corpor-
ations, It has been separated from the
Interstate Commerce amendments, be-
cause it has been decided that it ought
to go before the Judiciary Committees
of Senate and House. Legislation
comes ont aof those commiltees very
slowly, for thelr membership is made
up of very conservative men and they
proceed deliberately.

Intersinte Commerce Amendments.

As to the Interstate Commerce
amendments, the outlook {8 mere prom-
ising. The parleys are In progress this
weell. The President and the Attorney-
(ieneral are talking with the members
of the Interstate Commerce Clmmittees,
the opinions of the leaders of Senate
and House are being sounded with a
probabillty that some few things will
be found upon which all can agree and
which can be put thru Congres without
much frictlon. At least that fs the
present aim. It will scon develop
whether such an outcome is feasible,

For the present the great bulk of the
Benators and Representatives are find-
ing their places and getting settled.
The handshaking and home-making
perlod occuplies the attention of the
beat part of Congress for quite a wezk
after the gavels fall, A few of the
more prosperous Congressmen have
houses jn Washington and these are
generally opened and made ready for
occupancy some time in advance. The
other more unfortunate statesmen and
politicians "must take up their abid-
ing places in hotels, apartment houses
and. private families. Some time s
required to make one's self feel at
home in the new surroundings and to
gat ready for the serlous consideration
of legislative business.

The outburst of insurgentism at tha
beginning of the sesslon has not ma-
terinlized exactly as was expected.
Representative Fowler, of New Jersey,
whom Speaker Cannon deposed from
the chairmanship of the Banking and
Currency Committee, announced his ar-
rival In town with a burning hot hand-
out. “He started in by giving the Speak-
er and Senator Aldrich fits and fur-
nished notice that he was yearning for

a battle royal and to & finish.
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